
Dear Members of the Human Services Committee of Connecticut General Assembly:

My name is Mary Claire Whelan and I am from New Haven, CT. I am also a farmer and
the Coordinator of the New CT Farmer Alliance.

I stand in support of HB 6616: “An Act Concerning Expansion Of Husky Health Benefits
To Those Ineligible Due To Immigration Status”. Expanding access to HUSKY regardless of
immigration status is an important step in ensuring our immigrant community has access to the
healthcare they need.  If Connecticut wants a future that includes healthy families and a stable,
thriving and growing workforce that is ready to meet the needs of our future, Connecticut must
ensure that these individuals up to age 26 have access to health coverage.

This is especially important to the agricultural sector in our state. As a farm worker of many
years, I know how crucial it is to have access to high quality affordable healthcare while working
on farms and I understand the critical role our immigrant community plays in feeding all of us.

No one should be denied healthcare and a chance at survival because of their immigration
status. Access to healthcare is a human right!

Investing in healthcare for immigrant communities is an investment in the future of Connecticut.
Not only is it the morally right thing to do, it is the fiscally responsible thing to do.

I support HB 6616 and I ask the committee to support and pass this legislation out of
committee in its current form -  to expand HUSKY access to age 26. Our work does not end with
expanding access up to age 12 nor with expanding access up to age 18. And that work must
continue this year by expanding HUSKY access up to age 26 and eventually opening access to
all immigrants regardless of age.

Thank you for your time,
Mary Claire Whelan
Coordinator, New CT Farmer Alliance


